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THE REVEALING PROCESS. 


“ There is nothing covered that shall not be revealed ; neither hid that shall 
not be known.”—Luxe, 12: 2. 


Tuere is a tendency in things everywhere to manifest their 
natures, and make themselves known. Seeds that are buried 
seek the light ; shells deep in the sea grope their way to the shore ; 
the processes 6f nature are to bring things to the surface, as if, that 
which is underground could not be kept in the dark; even the 
hoary rocks are laid bare to the eye, and what was once the 
centre of the earth is soon the top of its mountains. The 
working of things is to work all things out. There is a 
kind of natural resurrection going on all the while, as if time and 
material forces were taking off all coverings, and laying all foun- 
dations bare. 

What is true in matter has certainly its counterpart in mind. 
Human character, notwithstanding all efforts to keep itself back, 
also tends to development ; what is not seen at once is found out 
in a life-time. The strong passions of the soul, like smothered 
fires or hidden springs, at last burst their way through, and be- 
come known. Hence, men that live long together, as a general 
thing, fairly estimate one another; the evolutions of time with 
the trials of life, draw the character forth, and make it manifest. 

There is certainly going on around us, in the opera- 
tions of nature and in the unfolding of events, a reveal- 
ing process, as if creation and Providence had determined to 
let light into all dark places, and at last uncover human hearts. 
This, we suppose, is the Zeneral idea taught in the text. 


* Preached during the Session of the Criminal Courts, at Lenox, Mass. 
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“ There is nothing hid which shall not be revealed,” was a pro- 
verb among the Jews. Once the Saviour used these words, to 
encourage the disciples, when their instructions were despised and 
their principles rejected. “Fear not,” he says; “that which is 
whispered in secret shall be proclaimed upon the house-top.” 
The religion you preach shall spread and triumph, though now 
trodden under foot, and hiding in the caves; and though now 
persecuted and calumniated, your purposes and principles shall at 
last be vindicated before the universe. 

Another time when he used the words, was that referred to in 
the text. The Pharisees stood before him, surrounded by the 
multitude. They had shown themselves both deceitful and 
wicked ; they had done great wrong, and knew that they had, and 
yet claimed to be the chosen of the Lord. They endeavored to 
hide their real deformity under a fair exterior, and succeeded so 
well, that the Saviour said, “ They are as graves which appear 
not, and the men that walk over them are not aware of them.” 
Then began he to announce the doctrine of a yevelation at a fu- 
ture day, when things should appear as they are, and to say unto 
his disciples, “ Beware ye, for there is nothing covered that shall 
not be revealed.” He pointed their minds not only to the 
general idea of a development and resurrection of things con- 
cealed, but he speaks: with a pointedness and particularity which 
implied that the minutest acts, and all of them should be revealed, 
to the last item, and without the possibility of any obscuration. 
The words are, “There is noratne hid which shall not be re- 
vealed ;—that which is spoken in the ear in the closet, shall be 
proclaimed upon the house-top.” It is, as if he had said, The 
whole past history of each mind, with all the deeds done in the 
body, shall at some time be made to pass before itself and the 
universe ; and itis to the illustration and enforcement of this idea 
that we now ask your attention, viz. :— That the minutest exercises 
and acts of each mind, unless forgiven, will, at some time, be 
clearly and fully displayed. 


I.—There are revealing processes going on in the world around . 
us, and under circumstances which make it exceedingly probable 
that in the world to come they will continue to go on with accel- 
erated and overwhelming power. 

There are revealing processes going on in the world around 
us. Events are ordered by Providence in this life, as if they were 
designed to bring hidden things to light. One fact often dis- 
closes a great deal when brought into connection with another 
fact, which, when it stood by itself, fold nothing. The ancient kings 
of the East were aware of this, when they sent messages from 
one to another on business which they wished to be kept secret 
from all but themselves. The message was written upon a piece 
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of parchment, but so written that it could not be deciphered un- 
less first bound upon a staff, which contained a counterpart and 
key to that which was sent, and each king kept one of these 
staffs; hence, if the messenger should lose the scrip, the secret 
would not be divulged, because not intelligible, unless wrapt 
around the wood: the one was read by the help of the other, 
though each spake nothing by itself. So is it with the events in 
human life; they throw light upon each other, when brought 
together, though, when apart, they may divulge nothing. Some 
circumstance, in itself unimportant, and having but little connec- 
tion with the main issue, has been the means o: revealing that, 
which though searched for with diligence, had been concealed 
for years. 

For a long period the sin of the brethren of Joseph in selling 
him to the Egyptians, had been covered over; none doubted 
their story—all thought him dead—even his father mourned for 
him, as for a child whose face he was to see no more ; there were 
none, therefore, to make inquiry ; those who would most natu- 
rally search into the matter were completely beguiled, and the 
transaction had become a thing long gone by; but at length 
corn was to be bought, for there was a scarcity in Judea, and 
Egypt was the grain-growing country, and they were directed, 
very naturally, to him who had charge of the provisions under 
the king, and this man, to their astonishment and confusion, was 
Joseph, their brother; the deed, though done long before, could 
no longer be concealed. Joseph must see his father—the story 
must be told, and the transaction which had long been covered, 
was at last revealed. The records of our criminal courts are full 
of evidence to the same point. The mere knife that a father 
dropped in the forest after he had murdered bis friend, recognized 
twenty years after, by his own child, who was very young at the 
time, as his father’s knife, led to the detection and punishment of the 
criminal, when old and grey-headed. 

Often times the mind is made to betray itselfby its vanity, or anx- 
iety, or remorse. Sometimes its vanity leads to its detection. Men 
that have distinguished themselves in any line, however criminal, 
not unfrequently boast of their exploits ; prisoners in their confine- 
ment recount their deeds of darkness to each other, that their prow- 
ess may be acknowledged, and even when hopefully better men, 
they still seem to take a delight in detailing their wicked deeds, that 
the good may wonder at the greatness of their change, and in both 
cases the deeds are developed. Thus, often, the criminal who 
had escaped the vigilance of the law, is brought to punishment by 
his own loquacity. 

What vanity does not accomplish is sometimes brought 
about by fear, or envy, stimulating the cunning to over-reach 
itself. In a recent murder at New Haven, the young man who 





224 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


was guilty of the deed, took pains to present himself, of his own 
accord, at the office of justice, and offered to aid in the detection 
of the culprit, but he over-acted ; this very readiness which he 
had hoped would disarm suspicion, first excited it, and finally led 
to his detection and condemnation. 

There is one other element of mind which has contributed more 
than all the rest, to remove, in this world, the covering from deeds 
of darkness, however deeply buried, or difficult to discover, and 
that is, the remorse of a guilty and violated conscience. Notwith- 
standing the authority and vigilance of the officers of justice, and 
the scrutiny of human courts of law (which also form a part of the 
vast and complicated earthly economy for revealing sin) ; not- 
withstanding the interrogations of learned counsel, and the array 
of armed forces, and the apprehensions of imprisonment and 
death, more dreadful truth has been elicited by the remorseful 
agonies of a guilty conscience, than by all the processes and 
power of judicial tribunals combined. The deed which brings 
the criminal to execution, is often but one of a hundred which 
would never have been revealed in this life but for his own remorse- 
ful confessions. It is said that the majority of criminals confined 
now in our prison-houses, and condemned to die, will be found to 
be there on the testimony of their own words, forced from them 
by the anguish of a wounded spirit. 

Thus, from the constitution of the human soul with its inward 
monitor and avenger—from the communicativeness of facts when 
brought together—from the bursting and unwrapping processes in 
the material world, as seeds and rocks and buried empires brean 
their coverings, and come out into day ; from this array of evi- 
dence coming from every side in this world, we think we hear 
the heralding of a day of more clear and terrific disclosures, when 
all the secrets of every heart shall be revealed. The laws be un 
on earth are the type and exemplification, if not the initiatory 8nd 
premonitory workings of those endless processes which move®on 
with accelerated and stupendous results on the other side of the 
grave. Hence we say, that, even in this world, the disclosures 
are so frequent and unexpected, as to make it exceedingly proba- 
ble, at least, that in the next “ there shall be nothing covered that 
shall not be revealed, neither hid that shall not be made known.” 


II.—But when we take into consideration another fact, namely, 
that all the hindrances which prevented a perfect revelation of the 
character in. this world, will, in the NEXT, BE REMOVED ; then, that 
which just now appeared a dangerous probability, becomes a 
dreadful certainty. Obstacles, which in this life prevented a full 
disclosure of the deeds done in the body, will, in the next, be 
wholly removed ; and all the processes which contribute to de- 
velopment, will have full and unimpeded play. 
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The body will be removed. It is a well-known fact, that 
in this life the action of the mind is hindered by reason of its 
connection with its corporeal investiture. The soul is incar- 
cerated, and often crippled by its dependence upon the 
body ; and hence, when the system is excited by fever, or 
altenuated by disease. and the ordinary physical relations are, 
in a measure, broken up, the mind has been known to possess 
and manifest a power never conceived of in its habitual con- 
ditions ; the silver cord has then, as it were, begun to loosen, 
and the latent powers have begun to be conscicus of their 
strength. Now, in the eternal world, the corporeal hindrances 
will be all removed—the ponderous envelop will be wholly 
shaken off; that which was insensible and dormant by reason of 
its earthly tabernacle, will quiver then with an intense and terrific 
life ; and every faculty of the mind which had been hindered and 
clouded, will contribute of its treasures and strength to consum- 
mate the stupendous purposes of God. Forgetfulness will be re- 
moved. Memory will then give up its dead. What had been 
buried and forgotten will rise again into view in multitudinous 
and condemnatory array ; as the history of a past life, with all its 
painful and oblivious scenes, sometimes forces its way into the 
minds of dying men, with a terrible and avenging clearness, and 
will not let them rest, so we have every reason to believe that 
when the body is all removed, and sickness interposes no restraint, 
the mind will recall, with fearful distinctness, its minutest and 
most forgotten deeds, and all that was here scattered through a 
life, will then be collected into one single and burning point of 
time. 

All lost evidence will be supplied. In this world not only are 
important facts kept out of sight by the death or absence of wit- 
nesses, but after the transaction has long gone by, something 
often transpires, which, had it appeared at the time, would have 
changed the whole face and issue of the case. But in the world 
to come, no witnesses will be absent; all that can be gathered 
will be there ; and all that bears upon the case will be concen- 
trated and arranged into one connected line of light and fire. 
The evidence will all be there, and close at hand. All divert- 
ing associations will be removed ; the green earth will have 
passed away—the mild skies will have been folded up—the 
faces which spoke of pity for the criminal to the last, will not be 
there—the voices of men will have ceased—the hopes and pas- 
sions of time will have come to an end; none of those passing 
incidents which broke for a moment the train of condemnatory 
thoughts in this life, will be found, in the world to come; the 
mind will have full and unimpeded action upon itself; reflection 
will not be broken in upon; conscience will not be diverted from 
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its work: withal, one thing will be visible there, which was not 
seen here—that eye which saw the deeds of darkness, though itself 
unseen, will there gleam upon the offender, face to face ; over all 
the vast assembly will be seen an awful splendor, that rebuking 
or approving Presence, which, in this world, no man can look 
upon and live. 


Now, if there are ever any combinations of circumstances 
which can force from the soul the story of its sins—if there is any 
law of mind which makes the child find relief only in confession, 
and which necessitates the criminal on the scaffold, notwithstand- 
ing the presence of friends and the sight of old scenes, and some 
faint hope of rescue, to utter forth, in ignominy and shame, the 
dark history of his life; if even Judas Iscariot, though he saw 
but a small part of the injury he had done, had to seek out the 
chief priests, and with his own lips make acknowledgment of his 
guilt; if even in such a world as this, where the body, and old 
associations, and friends, and forgetfulness, and ignorance of the 
consequences, contribute to quiet the goadings of conscience, men 
are still driven by remorse, to give a detailed and minute account 
of the evil they have done, what may not be expected when 
with conscience all alive, and memory quickened, the soul, dis- 
mantled of its clay, stung by its sins, bereft of friends, and hin- 
dered by nothing, meets the eye of its Maker without a veil: if 
the mere toll of a bell, and the sight of soldiery, and the approach 
of a dissolution which after all. might not take place, has unloosed 
the tongues of hardened criminals, and made the soul its own ac- 
cuser in the presence of a scornful crowd, what disclosures may 
not be expected when, as the last trumpet sounds, and nature dis- 
solves, and the aged heavens are wrapt in flame, the mind begins 
to feel the pressure of an endless and a hopeless doom ? Will not the 
story of wrong and rapine, of sin and deceit, leap forth like the un- 
tombed dead ; and the Scripture, “Out of thine own mouth will I 
judge thee,” be literally fulfilled? Surely there is a provision in 
our nature, by reason of which every one shall give an account 
of himself unto God. 

If, with memory quickened only for a moment, the conscience 
gathers up here and there a delinquency, scattered along the path 
of life, and speaks it out, shall we be surprised, if in the light of 
eternity, remorse should reveal to the wondering angels, trans- 

essions thick and dark as bursting elouds, and big with tempest ? 

f this is not an ordering of our mental economy, by which, at 
some time, that which is spoken in the ear in closets, shall be pro- 
claimed upon the house-tops, where can it be found ? 


Iil.—Much of the Bible is written and all probation arranged 
with reference to a judgment in the midst of minute and amazing 
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revelations. If the inspired preacher sees by the way-side a youth 
revelling in the riotous pleasures of unfettered indulgence, heedless 
of the admonitions of conscience and of religion, he reminds him 
that those scenes of sinful delight must come up again: “ Rejoice, 
O young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer thee in the days 
of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart and in the 
sight of thine eyes, but know thou, that for all these things God 
will bring thee into judgment.” There is a fore-tokening all 
along our earthly way. If the wicked hears a “ dreadful sound,” 
what dees he hear ? if he sees a hand others do not see, what is 
it that he sees? The fear of God is not before his eyes, and 
yet he is afraid. There was a sound, a-rustle of a leaf, yet 
to him a sound that spoke of discovery—a whisper of betrayal 
and development ; he sees things around him working to the sur- 
face. Even a stain upon his robe, a paler hue upon his cheek, 
may have a voice to some one ;—many things have come out in 
ways most unexpected—and who shall say, that, after all, he may 
not have been observed? Perhaps the words of the aged 
preacher peal again upon his soul—* Every work into judgment, 
with every secret thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil.” 
It would not be strange if many events should now begin to speak 
to him of judgment, and point toward the revelations of the 
great day ; if he continues to reflect, all things will begin to ar- 
range themselves with reference to the time which will “ bring to 
light the hidden things of darkness, and make manifest the coun- 
sels of the heart ;” he begins to think that mK which are not 
finished here, may be finished hereafter. hough much is 
shrouded in darkness, and the murderer and his victim sleep in 
the sea, yet so many things are revealed. The laws of justice are 
so mighty and manifest, moving all around him, and moving on 
with such unfaltering step, the responses of his own soul to the 
whispers in society and to the pointings of creation are so clear 
and loud, that he is not at all surprised when he hears it announ- 
ced—“ For every idle word which men shal] speak, shall they give 
account :” “ whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness shall be heard 
in the light ;” and, “the sea gave up the dead which were in it, 
and death and the grave the dead which were in them, and they 
were judged, every man according to his works,” out of the 
things that were written in the books. Be not surprised if you 
hear him repeating to himself—<Every man’s work shall be 
made manifest, and the fire shall try it, of what sort it is,” and if 
necessary, it shall be revea'ed by fire. He is coming under the 
power of a great law which is stronger than he is. Depend upon 
it, my friends, there is nothing covered that shall not be revealed, 
neither hid that shall not be made known. 


IV.—Finally : if there were no books with man’s deeds record- 
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ed in them, no conscience in the soul to urge them forth, no wit- 
nesses to testify, and no-formal sentence to be pronounced and 
vindicated, still the future condition of the soul will, itself, point 
back to specific acts of sin or righteousness on earth, as the 
ground of ‘ts peculiar destiny. 

The future condition of the soul will REvEAL as well as avenge 
what was done in the body. We have evidence in the Bible and 
in nature, that the coming state of the mind will bear a strict and 
definite relation to its exercises in the present world; as specific 
as is the conformity of the harvest in the field to the seeds 
that are sown on it, so that from the issues which will transpire 
in eternity, we may know with great certainty what was enacted 
amidst the probationary scenes of time. hatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap; if he sows to the flesh, he shall 
of the flesh reap corruption ; if he sows to the spirit, he shall of 
the spirit reap life everlasting. Now, if in this world men suffer 
in the line of their sins and rejoice in the line of their good deeds, 
— if the drunkard’s trembling body reveals to us the nature of his 
transgression,—if the lonely desertion of the miser is the natural 
as well as the judicial consequence of his own protracted with- 
drawal of kindly sympathy from his race,—if, when by our laws 
the blood of one is shed in retribution, we know that it is because 
he has already shed man’s blood,—-if the maledictions that come 
upon the outcast Jew are only the echo and the re-production of 
his own maledictions on the Son of God,—if measure for mea- 
sure, scorn for scorn, blessing for blessing, cursing for cursing is 
the law of God’s moral administration on earth, why shali it not 
be so hereafter ? so that whosoever is ashamed of the Son of Man 
in this world, of him shall the Son of Man be ashamed when He 
comes in the clouds of heaven ? 

There are indications, plain and numerous in the Bible, that 
the results hereafter shall show the kind as well as the degree of 
sin committed. The prophet says, Therefore it is come to pass 
that as I cried and they would not hear, so they cry and I will 
not hear, saith the Lord of hosts. If the righteous as stars differ 
from each other in their degree and kind of glory, why may not 
the lost differ in the degree and nature of theirshame? If it was 
fitting and just that he who would without| cause have condemn- 
ed Mordecai to the gallows, should himself hang upon the gal- 
lows: if it was fitting that those who placed in the fire three in- 
nocent young men, should themselves burn in the flame; if it was 
congruous that those who gave Daniel to the lions should them- 
selves be devoured by lions ; if Judas sowing here a violated con- 
science, had to reap a harvest of dreadful remorse, why is it not 
both rational and Scriptural that in the world to come, there shall 
be a strict correspondence between the nature of the crime and 
the character of the retribution? And if so, the reward or pun- 
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ishment will of itself by its correspondencies reveal the nature of 
the deed for which it is awarded. It gives more meaning to the 
scenes of eternity, and does not go beyond the meaning of Scrip- 
ture to say, that in a most literal and characteristic sense, what- 
soever a man soweth that shall he also reap. Such is the na- 
ture of moral government that the reward or retributicn to 
come must be proportionate and corresponding to the deeds done 
in the body. Hell is then but the reproduction and judicial con- 
sequence of particular sins, the harvest from single transgression ; 
a harvest which determines whilst it multiplies the transgressions, 
and thus corroborates the truth that, “there is nothing covered 
that shall not be revealed, neither hid that shall not be made 
known.” 


In this subject we find matter’for anxious reflection to the wicked. 
It furnishes matter for great solicitude to one who has never repent- 
ed. The sins which he has committed, unless confessed and forgiv- 
en, must come out and be displayed, and in the most painful and 
humiliating form, There is every reason to believe that in the day 
of revelation he will be his own accuser. Not on the testimony of 
angels, not by the witnessing of saints are we told he will be con- 
founded, but, standing trembling before the judgment bar and the 
assembled universe, he will stammer out his own sad and guilty 
story of deep transgression ; out of his own mouth will he be 
condemned; and if he should attempt to conceal anything, the 
terrible harvest of avenging retribution will reveal the rest. 
Just as on earth, there are diseases and punishments, natural. and 
judicial, which, whilst they avenge, reveal the sin: just as the in- 
ebriate’s trembling limbs, and sometimes the maniac’s frenzied 
words, indicate the cause of all their misery, so, in the endless 
moral harvests beyond the grave have we reason to believe, that 
so strict will be the correspondence between the avenging conse- 
quences and the guilty deeds, that the one will reveal the other. 

Now, in view of this awful day, what will you do, my impeni- 
tent friend? You have sinned; it will be known, in all its mi- 
nuteness and all its extent, and to every eye; what will you do? 
What can you do, but confess your guilt here on earth into the 
ear of an offended God? Perhaps the thoughts of thine heart 
may be forgiven thee. They must be told at some time ; for 
every secret thing you must give account: why, then, is it not 
madness to defer the confession and renunciation until it is drag- 
ged forth before the universe? Now, you may whisper it in si- 
lence into the ear of Him who is mighty te save; who has said 
to the penitent, Your sins and your iniquities will I remember no 
more. If it were possible to find some place where God is not; 
if it were possible for the unforgiven to elude the eye of the Om- 
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niscient, it would still not be wise to do it, so long as conscience 
lives to upbraid and torment; the darkness which would hide you 
from the Searcher of hearts would not hide you from your own 
soul: but when we know that if we ascend into the heavens God 
is there, and if we descend into the deep he is still there, that his 
eye seeth through the thick cloud, and the darkness and the light 
are alike open to his view, oh, what folly to defer repentance un- 
til it shall be too late! Now it is possible that the transgression, 
if confessed and mourned over with a godly sorrow, may be blot- 
ted out as a cloud from the sky, so that there shall no trace of it 
be left anywhere in alli the universe of God. But, if this dut 

is deferred until your sins have become habitual, then comet 

tribulation and anguish, indignation and wrath, upon every soul 
that doeth evil and repenteth not. I repeat it, my impenitent 
friend, the onlv reasonable course is now to confess and forsake 
your sins ; it is only in this way you can be shielded from the 
dreadful revelations of the or day. Will you not take the 
matter into consideration ?. ill you not in the midst of alluring 


and destroying scenes inquire, “ How shall it be in the end there- 
of?” Will you not cast your minds but a short distance beyond 
the present moment and remember, that although friends may 
look upon you now with pride, and God in his forbearance seem 
not to notice your delinquency, yet there is an hour coming 


when, unless forgiven, friends will shrink away with shame from 
the form they once confided in, and God in grief will pronounce 
your doom. 

I seem to hear the poet say: 


When will man learn to bear 
His heart nailed on his breast, 
With all its lines of care 

In nakedness confessed * 
Why, in this solemn mask 

Of passion-wasted life 

Will no one dare the task 

To speak his sorrows rife ! 
Will no one bravely tell 

His bosom is a hell! 


This doctrine, like all laws that are necessary and universal, is 
not without its consolation to the righteous. His good acts will 
not be forgotten. God has treasured them up, and will bring 
them forth. A cupof cold water given to a disciple in the name 
of a disciple, shall not lose its reward, If you have to say, Lord, 
when saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee? or sick or in 
prison, and came unto thee? Verily, inasmuch as you have done 
it unto one of the least of these, His brethren, ye have done unto 





SERMON DIX. 
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PARENTS THE DIVINELY APPOINTED TEACHERS 
OF THEIR FAMILIES. 


* Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and in your soul, 
and bind them for a sign upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets be- 
tween your eyes. And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, when 
thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou shalt write them upon 
the door-posts of thine house, and upon thy gates: that your days may be 
multiplied, and the days of your children, in the land which the Lord sware 
unto your fathers to give them, as the daysof heaven upon the earth.”— 
Devt. 11 : 18-21. 


Or all the relations which man sustains in this life, no one is 
more important and responsible than the parental. For, as 
children in their early years are naturally entirely under the care 
of their parents, and are susceptible of impressions from the very 
dawn of observation, so from this very early period they are to 
be considered as in a school of instruction. As early impressions 
are also generally the most durable, so it will be found, as a 
general rule, that according to their tendency, so is the future 
character. Hence, if a child draws his first breath, and spends 
his early years under the baleful influence of a general neglect of 
God, or, it may be, of open impiety, the natural, and it may be 
said, the almost inevitable consequence of this will be, that 
he will grow up without any knowledge or fear of God, arid 
live in the commission of the viees which he sees around him, as 
far as his physical and intellectual powers may enable him to 
commit them. And so far is this from being a matter of mere 
theory, that the history of unnumbered multitudes has so fully 
illustrated it as to put it beyond the possibility of being justly 
called in question. Hence the many instances of early profanity, 
and of youthful profligacy and crime, which may everywhere be 
seen around us, and which, if not checked, are ominous of the 
most fearful consequences with regard to the future state of 
society. A relation, therefore, which exerts so powerful an influ- 
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ence for good or evil upon the future generations of the human 
race, cannot be otherwise than fearfully responsible. And as the 
sacred Scriptures are designed to point out the appropriate duties 
of every station and relation which men are called in Providence 
to fill, so we find that they contain many directions to parents, 
defining the duties which are incumbent upon them, and pointing 
out, with infallible precision, the manner in which these duties 
should be discharged; and of these injunctions, the text forms a 
distinguished example. It may be regarded, indeed, as a com- 
mand solemnly addressed by God to all parents, in reference to 
the duty which they owe to their offspring and the manner in which 
they are to perform it, and as pointing out the encouragement 
which they have constantly to regard it. But before directing 
our attention to these, let us consider— 


I.—The light in which we ought to view the family relation. 
From the scope and design of the text, it is obvious, that God 
contemplates the family as a school, in which the young immortal 
minds which he has committed to the eare of parents, are to be 
trained for his service and for heaven. This is obvious from the 
nature of the instruction which they are commanded to give 
them ; and it is a great and often fatal mistake to regard it in any 


other light. Indeed, such is the nature of the developments of 
the infant mind, that from the moment it becomes a sentient and 
observant being, it is placed in a school of learning ; and parents 
cannot alter this constitution of things. From the principles of 
perception and imitation, which begin to act at the very dawn of 
our being, it cannot be otherwise than that children should be 
learning from every object with which they are connected. And 
the character of the persons and objects with which they are con- 
stantly surrounded, will give direction and tone to their intellec- 
tual and moral being ; for it is at this early period that the seeds 
of future character are planted—and thus the family is the 
nursery of those who will be the moral scourges of the world, and 
will descend at last into never-ending infamy and woe, or of 
those who will be examples of all that is holy and lovely, prove 
signal blessings to their generation, and be made the heirs of hea- 
ven. Parents, therefore, should never forget, that the family is 
the school in which they are training the men and the women of 
the future age, from whom the world will gain its votaries, the 
church her members, heaven its redeemed spirits, and hell its vic- 
tims: and that their example, their very looks, as well as words 
and deeds, and every thing that surrounds the young immortal 
minds which are confided to their care, are making impressions 
which will be lasting as life, and which may extend their blissful 
or baleful influence on their eternal destiny. For, as the plant or 
twig is bent, so will be the tree when it is grown to maturity ; 
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just so will it usually be found that, according as the infant mind 
is trained and bent either to good or to evil, just so will be its 
character in manhood. It is thus that the child becomes the pa- 
rent of the future man. And, when we look at this subject in all 
its bearings on the church and on the world—on the future and 
eternal well-being or woe of our children—and on the joys and 
sorrows of parents themselves, we cannot fail to see that it is not 
possible for us to form too high an idea of its importance. What 
a weight of responsibility, therefore, is evidently connected with , 
the parental relation, and how necessary and desirable is it, 
that parents should duly feel it, and seek the qualifications which 
will enable them to serve their generation by raising up a seed 
for God and the church on earth and in heaven. Let us con- 
sider— 


II.—The teachers and their qualifications. While the text is 
evidently designed to lead us to contemplate the family as a 
school, when it says—* And ye shall teach them your children,” 
— out with no less clearness who the teachers are to be. 

e have already remarked, that children from the dawn of their 
observation, are learning from everything that surrounds them: 
and, as parents, in their earliest years, are most frequently with 
them, so in the nature of the case, they are also their greatest 
teachers. This, too, they may be without any design on their 
part. But, though this is unquestionably the case, yet our text 
contemplates something far higher than this, and enjoins a duty 
which must take precedence of every other that pertains to the 
parental relation, namely, the special and direct communication 
of that knowledge which God has revealed and commanded to be 
communicated tothem Inmultitudes of instances however, it would 
seern as if the character of teacher were in a great measure dropt, 
in the present age, from that of the parental, whilst all our modern 
arrangements and appliances for training the young, seem to have 
a strong tendency toward taking the formation of youthful cha- 
racter altogether out of the hands of parents. But, it should 
never be forgotten, that parents are constituted the teachers of 
their children by the express appointment of God, and that any 
arrangement that overlooks this great fact, or that sets aside this 
appointment, can neither be wise nor safe. The family indeed, 
is the great primary school of the world, in which the infant mind 
receives its first impressions and its first lessons, by which it 
must, in the nature of the case, be in a great measure moulded. 
And in place of overlooking or setting aside this great fact, all 
our educational arrangements and appliances should have a ten- 
dency to improve and to aid this, by rousing parents to pay a just 
measure of attention to it, and endeavouring to qualify them for 
the due performance of their duty in this matter. So plain and 
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explicit, too, is the command of God, that no parent can be justified 
in neglecting or transferring the duty to others, unless he is placed 
in such circumstances as to incapacitate him for discharging it. 
So long, therefore, as it is said—‘“ And ye shall teach them your 
children,” parents are to be regarded as the divinely appointed 
primary teachers’ of their offspring; and they cannot neglect or 
transfer this duty to others, without neglecting or setting aside 
the ordinance of God. 

As God has thus clearly defined who are to be the teachers, so 
he has no less clearly pointed out what are to be their qualifica- 
tions—“ Therefore,” says he, “shall ye lay up these my words in 
your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your 
hand, that they may be as frontlets between your eyes.” In 
these words, we have a beautiful and highly instructive descrip- 
tion of what every parent should be, as the head and instructor of 
his family. The words of God, thereby referring to the doctrines 
to be believed, the commands to be obeyed, the ordinances to be 
observed, the prophecies to be fulfilled, the promises to be realized, 
and the threatenings to be dreaded and shunned, are to be laid up 
in the heart and in the soul, that they may enlighten the under- 
standing, regulate the conscience, and sanctify the affections, that 
they may from thence flow out into the act:ons of the life, and 
qualify them for teaching the whole will of God, and for being 
living examples of all that the Lord our God requires of us. The 
soul, in all its views, emotions, and exercises, is to be entirely 
under their influence ; and this it cannot be, without being at the 
same time “a living epistle of Chri-t, known and read of all’ who 
behold it. The allusion, also, to a sign or signet upon the hand, 
and frontlets between the eyes, beautifully illustrates the promi- 
nence which should be given to “the words of God,” in their 
practical bearings on the life. The religious parent is not to be 
ashamed or afraid to give the utmost prominence to his piety be- 
fore his family. On the contrary, his deep and abiding reverence 
of God, his faith in Christ, and supreme love and devotedness to 
him and his cause, and his constant obedience to his commands 
and ordinances, in private as well as in public, are to mark all his 
course, and infuse their influence into his whole character, if, as 
a religious parent, he would be duly qualified for training up his 
children for God and for the church, either in this world or in 
heaven. Having thus glanced at the qualifications of the teachers, 
let us consider— 


III. The matter and manner of the teaching which God has 
enjoined. “And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of 
them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by 
the way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And 
thou shalt write them upon the door-posts of thine house, and 
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upon thy gates.” Such is the injunction of God on this all-im- 
rtant subject ; and it is so plain that he who runs may read it. 

n the present age, however, the great object which many of the 
leaders of public opinion seem to have in view, is to banish religion 
from education, and secularize it as much as possible, under the vain 
and groundless plea that it is too sacred to be mixed up with the 
common routine of instruction, or too difficult and sublime for the 
mind in childhood to have to do with it. But here, as -in every- 
thing else in regard to which the depraved heart of man is left to 
judge for itself, “ God’s thoughts are not as our thoughts, nor his 
ways as our ways.” God says, “These my words ye shall. teach 
your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine house, 
and when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and 
when thou risest up ;” but no, say these modern theorists on the 
training of the infant and youthful mind; for this would be to 
pre-occupy their minds with truths before they can be supposed 
capable of understanding them, and would therefore lead only to 
hypocrisy. Or, if anything is to be said on the subject of religion, 
say they, why not confine it to the Sabbath and the sanctuary ? 
Why should we be always talking about it? Is not this the sure 
way to disgust the young mind in reference to it, and to fill it with 
prejudices against it? But to all such objections, how plausible 
soever they may appear, it is enough to adduce the explicit com- 
mand of the text. For, can we suppose, without being guilty of 
the grossest impiety, that the Creator of the human soul, and the 
unerring Judge of the universe, can be in error on such a,subject 
as this, and that we can amend any of his institutions ? The very 
thought is blasphemy ; and the efforts which are made to carry it 
into execution are fearful acts of rebellion against God. If we 
had no relations to sustain, nor duties to perform, nor evils to 
dread, nor hopes to cherish, but those which arise from our con- 
nection with the present world, it might be all well enough to ex- 
clude God and his words from the family circle, and from all 
parental counsel, and warning, and example ; but’ so Jong as it is 
true that the human soul is immortal ; that in consequence of the 
apostacy of our first parents, it enters this world in a state of sin ; 
that it is prone to depart from God, even from its earliest days ; 
* that the world is full of errors and allurements calculated to lead 
it to destruction ; that itis not capable of guiding or saving itself, 
and that the words of God alone point out the way which leads to 
salvation here, and to glory hereafter, just so long will it be wise 
and necessary for parents not only to lay them up in their own 
heart and soul, but constantly to put forth their best efforts in 
order to give them a place in the heart and soul of their children. 
Nothing short of this, indeed, can prepare them even for the pro- 
per discharge of the secular duties of future life, or for safely 
mingling in its corrupting scenes, or for bearing its many disap- 
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pointments and afflictions, or for securing the guidance and bles- 
sing of God during it, and for at last closing it in peace and enter- 
ing on an eternity of glory and blessedness. The parent, then, 
who duly feels his parental obligations, and endeavors to act up to 
them, will ever-be diligent in teaching the words of God to his 
children, speaking of them when he sits in his house, and when 
he walks with them by the way—when he lies down, and when 
he rises up; nor will he be ashamed to have them appear as orna- 
ments or mementos upon the posts of his house, and upon his 
gates. The men of science or antiquarian research are not 
ashamed to have their habitations adorned with the emblems of 
their respective studies ; and why should not the Christian have 
his ornaments and everything around him, proclaiming that God 
in Christ, and his words, are all in all to him? Thus, should the 
family conversation, the family example, the family worship, the 
family instruction, and the family mansion in its ornaments, all 
conspire to train up our children in the words of God, that from 
their earliest days they may know “ the way in which they should 
go. In place of leaving them to the negative and cheerless in- 

uence of a godless system of education, and to the consequent 
complete secularization of the heart in all its aims and pursuits,, 
the Christian parent will endeavor so to instruct his children that 
they will never be able.to recollect the period when these were 
unknown to them, or when their heart and conduct were not di- 
rected to a supreme regard to them. For surely it requires no 
argument to show that nothing is so worthy of engaging the first 
recolléctions of the mind as “the words of God,’ nor anything 
so important as to have the heart—before it is immersed in the 
cares and anxieties of life—fully brought under the guidance of 
God, the grace and the love of Christ, and the attractions of 
heaven. And to attain this, should elicit the daily efforts and the 
daily prayers of the Christian parent, as he sits in his house, or 
wm by the way, or lies down, or rises up. It is, indeed, to be 
the one great object that is to be ever before his mind, in reference 
to those whom God has placed under his care. Nor can this be 
done without experiencing the most ample reward. Let us there- 
fore consider— 


IV. The happiness which may be expected to result from this. 
“That your days may be multiplied, and the days of your children, 
in the land which the Lord sware unto your fathers to give them, 
as the days of heaven upon the earth.” There are those who 
would make us believe that these, and all similar promises of a 
temporal nature, which we meet with under the Old Testament 
dispensation, have no place under the New, and that it is now 
vain to look for their fulfillment in the experience of any, no mat- 
ter how faithful they are in discharging the duties with which 
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they are connected. But so long as it is true that “in the keep-. 
ing of God’s commands there is a great reward,” and that “ god- 
liness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that 
now is, as well as of that which is to come,” and that there is a 
natural adaptedness in a life of piety to promote the universal 
well-being of man, I cannot see how that such interpretations of 
Scripture can be according to truth. The pen of Old Testament 
inspiration declares that “ the way of transgressors is hard,” and 
that “ many sorrows shall be to the wicked ;” declarations which 
we find to be as true now, and as descriptive of the actual deal- 
ings of God with the various classes of transgressors of the pre- 
sent age, as ever they were in ancient times. And why should 
not those of an opposite character still hold equally true? Is it not 
as true now as ever it was, that “ the Most High rules in the king- 
dom of men,” and that his character in the government of the 
world is still the same? If parents, then, of the present age faith- 
fully fulfil the duty which is enjoined in the text, we feel persuaded 
they may safely cherish the expectation “that their days, and the 
days of their children, will be multiplied, as the days of heaven 
= the earth,” just as long as may be for their a and the 
glory of God. It is quité true, however, that the chief and most 
glorious part of “the recompense of the reward” is spiritual, and 
such as can be fully enjoyed only in the heavenly state; but this 
was as true of the Old as it is of the New dispensation ; and the 
faithful Israelite as well as the faithful Christian had to “look 
within the veil” for it. If it is a blessing, then, for parents to 
have their children preserved to them, as the sources of hope and 
joy to them in future years; and a blessing to children long to 
enjoy the instruction, the example, and the prayers of parents, the 
faithful discharge of the duty enjoined in the text is surely far 
more likely to secure it than the neglect of it; for in this, as well 
as in everything else, we shall no doubt find the declaration to be 
verified: “Them that honor me I will honor; but they who des- 
pise me shall be lightly esteemed.” But though this, we feel per- 
suaded, is the only correct sentiment that can be entertained on 
this part of the subject, viewed as a matter of Divine promise, 
yet we need not rest the matter here. For is it not a truth in- 
delibly impressed on the experience and observation of all ages, 
that piety, in its divinely enlightening and directive principles, its 
sanctifying grace, its holy affections, its pure morality, its spiritual 
and exalted enjoyments, supplies us with influences which operate 
as sO many conservative principles to the health of the mental as 
well as the corporal constitution of man; and thus it cannot but 
tend to the prolongation of human life. The restraints, too, which 
it throws over us against the too eager pursuit of the affairs of 
this world, are no doubt designed to guard us against that oppres- 
sive load of perplexity, anxiety, and disappointment, usually at- 
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tendant on a life of unrestrained worldly ambition and enterprise, 
and which, in multitudes of instances, bring down their votaries 
to a premature grave. The sustaining influence and abounding 
consolation also which it imparts. and the cheering and well- 
grounded hopes which it cherishes, with regard to glory and bles- 
sedness hereafter, under all the inevitable afflictions and trials of 
life, are eminently calculated to soothe the mind, and uphold it 
under all the cares which are more or less incident to our present 
condition. Thus, whilst it effectually protects us against all un- 
necessary tear and wear of the constitution by the excessive per- 
plexities and anxieties attendant on all undue connection with 
plans of worldly aggrandizement, and by the destructive influence 
of sinful indulgences, by its grace and consolations, it also sustains 
and soothes the mind under all the inevitable ills of the present 
world, and thus cannot but exert an important influence favorable 
to the duration of human life. Besides all this, the early and de- 
cided piety, and the due discharge of the filial duties which chil- 
dren owe to their parents, and the peace and happiness which may 
naturally be expected generally to flow from such a — of 
training, cannot but free the minds of parents from much of that 
anxiety which they cannot fail more or less to feel in reference to 
their children. Nor is it the burden of care and anxiety alone 
which is thus either alleviated or taken away; there is the joy 


which the = heart cannot but feel as it surveys the holy and 


happy circle around it, or ventures to look forward into the future, 
and pictures each one, as they rise into mature years, verging off 
into some new path of usefulness and happiness, as. Providence 
may allot to them in “serving their generation,” and thinks of the 
expanding influence which they may thus have in sustaining the 
cause of the Redeemer in the world, or ventures to look forward 
to the closing scene of all, and to their happy meeting in some of 
the mansions of glory in heaven. As these are circumstances 
which seem eminently calculated to free the parent’s heart from 
eare, and to fill it with exalted joy, so they cannot but have a 
favorable influence on their health, and therefore on the prolonga- 
tion of their life. The undutifulness and impiety of a child have 
broken many a parent’s heart, shortened their days, and at last 
brought down their grey hairs with sorrow to the grave. But, in 
the case before us, there is nothing of all this. “Piety, in all the 
maturity and fruitfulness of age, on the one hand, and in all the 
loveliness and freshness of childhood and youth on the other, 
throws its hallowing and cheering influence over all, so that their 
days pass “as the days of heaven upon the earth.” And when 
death comes, and breaks up the happy circle, parent and child can 
part in peace and joy, and in the delightful assurance of soon 
meeting again in a far happier home, in a mansion into which sin 
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and death can never enter, and in which the joys and bliss of all 
will be complete and without end, for it is in heaven. 


In closing this important subject, permit me, earnestly and af- 
fectionately to remind parents of the duty which they owe to their 
children. It is on you, my dear hearers, that God has laid the in- 
junction to “lay up his words in your heart and soul, and to bind 
them for a sign upon your hand, and to have them as frontlets be- 
tween your eyes, and to teach them your children.” This clearly 
defines what is your great duty in reference to the training of 
your offspring. It is on you that God has laid it, and you cannot 
neglect it, or atternpt to transfer it to others, without calling in 
question his wisdom and setting aside his authority ; and this can 
never be done, in reference to any matter, without bringing along 
with it the most fearful consequences. It is doubtless a true say- 
ing, that no other person can duly fill a parent’s place ; and it is 
no less true that no other person can supply a parent’s instruc- 
tions and a parent’s example. However good these may be in 
others, yet they have not the frequency nor the moulding influence 
of parental intercourse, nor are they aided by the attractions of a 
father’s and a mother’s love, entreaties, and prayers—ingredients 
in moral influence, the want of which nothiug else can supply. 
And yet the observant mind cannot fail to see that the tendency 
of the fashionable education of the age is to keep “ the words of 
God” as far as possible from the youthful mind, and to bring it, in 
all its early impressions and associations, under the influence of a 
system in which neither God nor eternity finds a place, and whose 
chief object is to secularize the human heart, and to hound its 
hopes, and fears, and aims, within the narrow span of life, and 
leave it wholly unprepared for eternity. But, though we thus 
speak, we are far from being opposed to a due measure of atten- 
tion to those acquirements in science, or literature, or the arts, 
which are regarded as necessary accomplishments in modern so- 
ciety ; it is only the giving of the ee sen to these, instead of 
“the words of God,” in the training of the young, that we fear 
and deprecate. Parents, also, too often forget their character as 
divinely appointed teachers of their children in “the words of 
God,” and to wish to transfer all the religious instruction which 
they receive to the pulpit and the Sabbath-school. It is an abuse 
of these, however, to suppose that they were ever intended to set 
aside the daily influence of parental example and instruction, at 
the family altar, in the family circle, arid by the way-side. How- 
ever excellent these institutions may be, yet they never can make 
up for the want of these; and the right view for parents to take 
of them is, that they are only important helps to aid them in their 
appropriate duties, and to carry out their instructions, it may be, 
into a wider range in Divine truth, than can usually be taken in 
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the family circle. Early impressions and associations are pro- 
verbially the most lasting, and generally the most fondly cherished ; 
and on you, Christian parents, devolves the high duty of having 
those of your children all on the side of piety here, and calculated 
to lead them to heaven hereafter. And, if you would have them 
to be of this character, “the words of God” must be laid up in 
a heart and soul, and be the man of your counsel in all things. 

verything must be excluded from your parental example and 
family arrangements, which is calculated to make an unfavorable 
impression in regard to religion, on the tender minds of your chil- 
dren ; whilst all your instruction and example should be such as 
are calculated to make indelible impressions on their hearts of the 
necessity, the excellence, and the loveliness of piety. In addition 
to the daily prayers and praises which you offer up around the 
family altar, they may occasionally at least be taken with you 
into your closet, that they may there witness the pourings 
out and wrestlings of your heart with God for them. 
To the sanctuary, too, on the Sabbath, they should early and 
regularly be brought, and the deepest reverence and attention be 
inculcated upon them. They should also be made acquainted 
with their lost and undone condition by nature, and with the plan 
of salvation by the Lord Jesus Christ, and with the necessity of 
an early surrender of themselves to him, and of a life of devot- 
edness to his service. Early, too, should they be taught to look 
to heaven as their home, and to be continually preparing for it, 
as the place alone where your best and most ardent wishes for 
them can be fully realized. Christian fathers and mothers! Oh 
be entreated, then, thus to train up your offspring in the words 
and ways of God, that they may be a seed to serve him here, and 
with you to be united in the bonds of his covenant, that, when 
called to part in death, the sorrows of the trying scene may be 
mitigated or lost amid the splendors of the hope of meeting, ere 
long, a family redeemed in heaven. Happy families! who are 
thus trained. Happy church that possesses them !—they are the 
never-failing nurseries of her prosperity. Happy parents! who 
can thus part with them in death. And glorious and blissful, be- 
yond the powers of present description, will be their happy lot 
when they meet and dwell forever around the throne of God and 
the Lamb. 

Such are the important and delightful bearings of this subject 
on the well-being of families themselves. But these are not the 
only aspects in which we ought to view it. There are others, 
most intimately connected with the preservation and extension of 
prone piety in the world, which should not be overlooked. The 
ow state of piety which, with few exceptions, prevails in our 
churches, and the open and restless movements of the abettors of 
the various systems of soul-destroying error which abound, par- 
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ticularly when viewed in connection with the fulfillment of some 
of those great Scripture prophecies, whose day seems near at 
hand, are calculated to awaken the deepest interest in the proper 
training of the children of the church, that they may be prepared 
for the trials which seem to await them, and for successfully sus- 
taing the cause of Christ against the combined and furious as- 
saults of the confederated powers of infidelity and anti-christ, 
and for carrying it onward to the conquest of the world. Great 
and glorious struggles for the truth, which may involve the loss 
of all things in this world for Christ, we fear are in the path of 
the church ;—struggles, which nothing but deep-seated and noble- 
minded piety that will raise the heart above all the low calcula- 
tions of mere worldly wisdom, and enable it fearlessly to meet 
whatever shock may come on it in the future conflicts for the 
faith, and to be careful for nothing, so be that Christ may be mag- 
nified in them, whether it be by life or by death, can enable them 
to carry on. And where can we so appropriately look for the 
seeds and nurslings of that piety, as in the faithful, pure, elevated 
and impressive teachings and examples of the Christian famil 
circle ? There—and there alone—under God, we feel setinaiitel 
is the moulding cast to be given to the immortal minds that are 
destined to sustain the conflicts, and to gain the holy triumphs of 
the coming age. Would you, then, my dear hearers, have your 
sons men of renown in the future armies of the Lord God of 
Israel, and rising superior to all the seductions of error, and all 
the frowns and terrors—it may be—of a blood-stained persecu- 
tion, study to bring them, from their earliest days, under the 
sanctifying and heavenly influence of “the words of God.” And 
then, when you yourselves rest from your labors, and your happy 
spirits wing their way from this world of conflict to that where 
all is peace and the fullness of joy forever, you will be able to 
carry with you the glad tidings to the spirits who are already 
there, that you have left behind you those who will carry on the 
conflict with the enemies of truth and holiness, and will never: 
give over till the earth is filled with the ene of the Lord, 
and all the tribes and kindreds of men shall be blessed in him, 
and the adoring shout of a redeemed world shall crown him Lord 
of all. Better and brighter far will be the glory of training up 
children who will thus be renowned in the future triumphs of 
Divine grace, than of being the parents of those who may wield 
sceptres, or be celebrated as the heroes of the world. Aim, then, 
at this, in all you teach, and wish, and pray for your children, 
that in them you may bless generations yet unborn, while they 
themselves shall follow on, to be with you, partakers in the joy 
and glory of the family in heaven. 





















THE DEVIL A DECEIVER.—BY THE EDITOR. 


“ There is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his 
own: for he is a liar, and the father of it,",—John 8: 44. 


As God is the essence and embodiment of all truth, so the 
Devil is the personification and mouth-piece of all falsehood. The 
first conception of sin in the towering mind of that fallen arch- 
angel, was a horrible though yet unuttered falsehood ; all the sin 
in the universe is but the growth and development of that ori- 
ginal untruth. As he began his career of rebellion and abandon- 
ment in heaven, with a secretly cherished falsehood, so has it been 
the drift of all his plans and doings since, openly to defend and 
maintain that falsehood against God and the universe. His cha- 
racter is the essence and expression of all falsehood : his power to 
do evil is the power of falsehood : he rules in hell and maintains 
himself on earth by falsehood : his agency, from first to last, is one 
vast and diabolical system of deception and lying: all sin is the 
result of a lie—hell itself is the fruit of a lie. 

The Devil gained his entrance into this world by means of de- 
ception and falsehood. The part he acted in the garden was the 
part of subtility and lying. “Ye shall not surely die,” was the 
malicious and monstrous lie with which the “serpent” finally 
triumphed over man. And he has never spoken to man since, 
except to utter a new lie or to repeat an old one. Truly, as John 
affirms, “ There is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he 
speaketh of his own: for he is a liar and the father of it.” It is 
amazing what a bold and practiced liar he has become. And more 
amazing still, that men will be made his willing dupes: will belzeve 
his lies, which he has been repeating over and over ever since 
the fall, and which have been proved to be such by the observa- 
tion and experience of the world for nearly six thousand years. 
Not a word that he ever addressed to men was spoken in good 
faith : not a part that he ever acted on earth was sincere and real : 
not a promise that he ever made to beguile men’s reason or excite 
their hopes, has he kept : his end, his one business, is to deceive 
and cheat the soul out of virtue and heaven; and yet, beings cal- 
ling themselves rational, and when their all is at stake, believe 
and practice, as true and real, what he tells them. 

Thus he promises men this world and the glory and riches, 
and pleasures of it, if they will but fall down and worship him.— 
Is the world his to give? Are these things at his disposal ? The 
promise is a lie, and he never means to keep it; and cannot per- 
form it if he would. He promises sinners impunity in transgres- 
sion, happiness in sin, hope in death, and heaven beyond, live as 
they will. But does his promise falsify God’s awful word: “ Be 
sure your sin will find you out ;” “ the end thereof is destruction ?” 
Will he step in between God and the soul he has ruined, and 
shield him in the day of calamity ? He means no such thing. He 
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knows that he has spoken lies, and that they will eternally undo 
those who take refuge in them; and that is what he wants. His 
object is to deceive men as to the guilt and consequences of sin. 

He whispers in the ears of the young: “ Delay religion for the 
present: time enough yet: a convenient season will come by 
and by: this haste and great ado about religion are needless : 
years hence, in old age, in a time of sickness, on your death-bed, 
you can repent just as well as now, and God will not refuse your 
repentance even at the last moment.” Oh! into how many ears 
has this syren song been sung, to lull men’s fears and prevail on 
them to put off the great concerns of eternity till he has them in 
his power. Was there a greater untruth ever uttered? And 
does not the D:vil know it? Is it not a wanton and malicious 
device to gain his dreadful end? Has he not eternally ruined 
millions of souls by this very deception ? 

To another, the Devil says: “The gospel is well enough for 
the vicious, the profane, the lewd, the openly irreligious and 
wicked ; but you are honest and moral ; you respect renigion and 
observe its requirements ; and what more is necessary? Your 
heart is not so bad: this regeneration that some talk about is not 
essential: do as well as you can, and trust God for the rest.” 
And thus he applies the unction of flattery to men’s consciences, and 
fills them with pride and self-righteousness. But in all this he only 
acts out his true character. He can counterfeit religion as readily 
as he can disguise sin: he has as many ways and means to in- 
duce men to trust in a false experience, as he has to lead them to 
disbelieve or neglect religion entirely. Probably as many are 
ruined by being deceived as to what religion is, and as to their 
oom experience of it, as by unbelief and neglect of it. The 

evil takes advantage of the tendencies of the human heart, and 
when he can no longer keep the sinner away from religion, he 
will, if possible, substitute “ another gospel” and make him satisfied 
with it. 

Thus all the fair words and spurious hopes by which he allures 
men to sin, and retains them in his service, and palms off upon 
them a worthless experience, are cheats and lies ; there is nothing 
true and real in them. The Devil has no authority to hold out 
such inducements—no power or will to make them good. They 
deceive men and are meant to deceive them ; and under the spe- 
cious promise of good, or impunity, make sure the damnation of 
the soul. 

The Devil deceives men as to the real value of this world when 
once it is secured, as well as in reference to impunity in sin. 
Men’s experience in the possession of wealth, power, rank, honor, 

leasure, is a sad commentary on the doctrine which they have 

n taught to believe, and the expectations to cherish. The sigh 
of disappointment, wrung even from such, and their cry of 
“ Vanity, all is vanity!” shows the extent of the deception which 
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has been practiced upon them. A long life of bitter experience is 
scarcely sufficient to correct our first) impressions of the value of 
this world—make us see and confess, to our own hearts, that it is 
after all empty and vain. Why, what a fair and beautiful thing 
is human life, as the Deceiver paints it en the unpracticed vision 
of the youthful mind! It is a perfect paradise—a scene of en- 
chantment. But alas! How the illusion vanishes, as we come to 
encounter the stern realities of life. How one fondly cherished 
hope after another fades and perishes, till al] are gone—nothing 
more remains—and life without God is found,to be an evil, and a 
weariness, and the earth a desert with no satisfying good. 
Whither have fled the pleasures of youth that once were so 
alluring, and for which we were so willing ta let “Christ and 
heaven go ?” What have become of the stores of wealth, the 
barns of plenty, the abundant experience of good, that were pro- 
mised us in manhood? Whence are to come the mellow fruit 
and the quiet blessings of old age? We reach at length the brink 
of the grave, and looking back over the waste of years, wonder if 
that be the life which our youthful fancy set out in colors so bright 
and fascinating ? ‘ 

And it is only by means of deception—making “the warse ap- 
pear the better reason”—holding out at every step thé most 
alluring hopes, and disguising the odious character of sin, and 
hiding from view its certain and fatal consequences, that the 
Devil succeeds in ruining so many souls. 

Sin itself is a monstrous lie ; there is no truth in it: it is “the 
doctrine of devils.” It is.a lie against the being and every per- 
fection of God ; against all the laws of rectitude and of nature, as 
well as grace: it is a lie against the peace and happiness of the 
soul, sad the universal good. The sinner is made the willing 
dupe and victim of a malicious lie from first to last. How mourn- 
ful the spectacle! All his hopes will perish and his works be de- 
stroyed, for they are false. Death to him will be “a melancholy 
day,” for it will reveal the nature and extent of his deception. 
And his eternity will be embittered by the taunts and torments of 
the infinitely silious and lying deceiver. 

If the Devil is such adeceiver why will men trust him? ‘ How 
can they take his word? How be duped by his devices? since 
he has done nothing but deceive and min men ever since he 

ained entrance into the world : why should he not be hated and 
detested as such a character deserves to be ? 

How can men serve such a master? All his power is usurped. 
His character comprehends all meanness and vileness and infamy. 
‘His service is a hard one—his reward disappointment, misery, 
eternal death! He cherishes toward us not one kind feeling : he 
desires to make us as miserable as himself; and no means are 
spared to accomplish it. To serve him is to enslave our souls, 
and gratify his fiendish pleasure, and make our destruction sure. 








